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Collection Summary

Title Jennie Franklin Purvin Papers

Dates 1873-1958

Collection Number MS-502

Repository The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives

Creator Purvin, Jennie Franklin, 1873-1958

Extent 6.8 linear feet (17 Hollinger boxes)

Language of the Material English

Administrative Information

Biographical Sketch Chicago resident, active in civic and communal affairs.

Scope and Content Collection consists of correspondence, writings, and personal papers.

Terms of Access The collection is open for use; no restrictions apply.

Preferred Citation Footnotes and bibliographic references should refer to the Jennie Franklin Purvin Papers and the American
Jewish Archives. A suggestion for at least the first citation is as follows:

[Description], [Date], Box #, Folder #. MS-502. Jennie Franklin Purvin Papers. American Jewish Archives,
Cincinnati, Ohio.

Provenance Donor unknown.

Index Terms

Subjects Jewish women / Jews -- Illinois -- Chicago

Personal Names Purvin, Jennie Franklin, 1873-1958

Series A. General, 1873-1958

Box and Folder Listing

Box 1. Folder 1. Art-Mandel Brothers Art Galleries. Newspaper article with picture describing Jennie Franklin Purvin's
activities as director of the art galleries at Mandel Brothers department store, 1955

Box 1. Folder 2. Art-Mandel Brothers Art Galleries. Article in the Art League News describing Jennie Franklin Purvin's art
activities, particularly with regard to the art galleries at Mandel Brothers department store, 1955

Box 1. Folder 3. Art and Music Interests. Correspondence and newspaper clipping concerning statue of Lincoln and
women's city club, 1924

Box 1. Folder 4. Biography.

Box 1. Folder 5. Biography, articles about Jennie Franklin Purvin. "The Sun Salutes", This Week in Chicago, text of
citation, Hyde Park Herald, "Women of the Quill".

Box 1. Folder 6. Biography. Certificates of honor for various activities, 1918-1943

Box 1. Folder 7. Art and Music Interests.Miscellaneous publications and announcements; programs of art shows,
concerts, and plays.

Box 1. Folder 8. Camp Advisory Bureau, camp directories [Mandel Brothers Department Store].

Box 1. Folder 9. Camp Advisory Bureau, articles concerning children's camps and choosing the proper camp; issues of
Keeping Pace with Chicago Camping Association [Mandel Brothers Department Store].

Box 2. Folder 1. Camp Advisory Bureau, articles by Jennie Franklin Purvin, "Off for Camp" and "Your Child Off for



Camp".

Box 2. Folder 2. Camp Advisory Bureau, correspondence [Mandel Brothers Department Store], 1938-1957

Box 2. Folder 3. Camp Advisory Bureau, publicity.

Box 2. Folder 4. Century of Progress, correspondence concerning the preparations for the 1933 Chicago centennial
celebration, 1926-1934

Box 2. Folder 5. Chicago, city of. Correspondence, newspaper clippings, pamphlets, and maps indicating Jennie Franklin
Purvin's interest in city planning, public housing, and public transportation, 1921-1956

Box 2. Folder 6. Chicago Public Library. Announcements and texts of radio and other speeches and book reviews.

Box 2. Folder 7. Chicago Public Library. Correspondence and information from the American Library Association.

Box 2. Folder 8. Chicago Public Library. Correspondence between Jennie Franklin Purvin and others with regard to
library activities, personneland branches, 1935-1950

Box 2. Folder 9. Chicago Public Library. Correspondence, documents, and articles concerning activities of the library with
regard to the Board of Education, schools, etc., 1935-1946

Box 2. Folder 10. Chicago Public Library. Letters from Mayors Kelly, Kennelly, Dalcy reappointing Jennie Franklin Purvin
as a member of the Chicago Public Library Board.

Box 2. Folder 11. Chicago Public Library. Newspaper articles concerning the Chicago Public Library and people connected
with it.

Box 2. Folder 12. Chicago Public Library. Newspaper and magazine articles referring to Jennie Franklin Purvin's activities
with respect to the library.

Box 2. Folder 13. Chicago Public Library. Official business, documents, minutes, policy decisions and finances of the
library, 1936-1956

Box 2. Folder 14. Chicago Public Library. University of Chicago survey of the Chicago Public Library, documents,
correspondence, and newspaper clippings, 1936-1946

Box 3. Folder 1-4. Club Woman's Bureau, Art-Mandel Brothers Art Gallery. Miscellaneous newspaper clippings,
programs, memos, and correspondence, 1951

Box 3. Folder 5. Club Woman's Bureau, Art-Mandel Brothers Art Gallery. Miscellaneous newspaper clippings, programs,
memos, and correspondence, 1940-1949

Box 4. Folder 1-2. Club Woman's Bureau, Art-Mandel Brothers Art Gallery. Miscellaneous newspaper clippings,
programs, memos, and correspondence, 1952

Box 4. Folder 3. Club Woman's Bureau, Art-Mandel Brothers Art Gallery. Miscellaneous newspaper clippings, programs,
memos, and correspondence, 1953

Box 4. Folder 4. Club Woman's Bureau, Art-Mandel Brothers Art Gallery. Miscellaneous newspaper clippings, programs,
memos, and correspondence, 1952-1954

Box 4. Folder 5. Club Woman's Bureau, Art-Mandel Brothers Art Gallery. Miscellaneous newspaper clippings, programs,
memos, and correspondence, 1952-1957

Box 4. Folder 6. Club Woman's Bureau, Art-Mandel Brothers Art Gallery. Miscellaneous newspaper clippings, programs,
memos, and correspondence, 1952

Box 5. Folder 1. Chicago Woman's Aid, bulletins.

Box 5. Folder 2. Chicago, University of. Communications from the Univeristy of Chicago correspondence-study
department, 1910-1929

Box 5. Folder 3. Club Woman's Bureau, Mandel Brothers Art Gallery. Announcements, publicity, and reports, 1934-1946

Box 5. Folder 4. Chicago Woman's Club. Correspondence, announcements, et cetera, includes correspondence regarding
Jennie Franklin Purvin's resignation from the Good Government Committee and the Recreation Committee, 1911-1932

Box 5. Folder 5. Literary activities.

Box 5. Folder 6. Recreation and leisure. Newspaper and magazine articles, correspondence concerning recreation, with
particular emphasis on the problem of leisure time created by the Depression, 1923-1944

Box 5. Folder 7. Recreation and leisure. Newspaper clippings, correspondence, pamphlets, and documents concerning
the Chicago Recreation Association and the National Recreation Association, 1932-1954



Box 5. Folder 8. Recreation and leisure. Correspondence, minutes, and reports of the Joint Conference Committee on
Recreatio, 1929-1932

Box 5. Folder 9. Recreation and leisure, Recreation Committee. Correspondence, minutes, and reports of the Municipal
Recreation Committee, 1917-1947

Box 6. Folder --. Sixteen bound volumes.

Box 7. Folder 1. Comfort stations, public. Documents, correspondence, reports, and newspaper clippings, 1912-1918

Box 7. Folder 2. Education. Jennie Franklin Purvin's report cards, 1883-1891

Box 7. Folder 3. Comfort stations, public. Documents, correspondence, reports, and newspaper clippings, 1919-1935

Box 7. Folder 4. Education, Board of Jewish. Correspondence, reports, and announcements concerning the history,
policy, and activities of the Jewish Board of Education, 1932-1935

Box 7. Folder 5. Education, Board of. Jennie Franklin Purvin's near appointment to the Chicago Board of Education, 1923

Box 7. Folder 6. Education, Board of. Reports, official documents, correspondence, and newspaper clippings concerning
policy, financial problems, and legislation of the Board of Education.

Box 7. Folder 7. Finances. Information regarding stocks, miscellaneous bills, reciepts, and correspondence, 1917-1957

Box 8. Folder 1. Foster, George Burman. Newspaper clippings, articles, correspondence. Text of Foster's "The Beauty
and Power if Right Reasoning", 1918-1920

Box 8. Folder 2. Foster, George Burnam. Letters from Jennie Franklin Purvin to several friends requesting their
contributions toward the amount necessary for the publication of Foster's book on Nietzsche, and letters acknowledging
the same, 1929-1934

Box 8. Folder 3. Foster, John H. Correspondence concerning the John H. Foster Medal, 1937

Box 8. Folder 4. Franklin, Hannah Mayer. Poetry, report cards, notes, and letters of Jennie Franklin Purvin's mother.

Box 8. Folder 5. Franklin, Harvey B. Letter to Jennie Franklin Purvin from Jenkin Lloyd Jones , director of Abraham
Lincoln Center, 1913

Box 8. Folder 6. Franklin, Henry Bernard. Letters to his daughter, Jennie Franklin Purvin, 1895-1916

Box 8. Folder 7. Hebrew Union College. Correspondence, cancelled checks, bank statements, and book regarding the
"Summer Students' Loan Fund".

Box 8. Folder 8. Freehof, Solomon B. Letters to Jennie Franklin Purvin, particularly with reference to his leaving Chicago,
1926-1956

Box 8. Folder 9. Hirsch, Emil G. Junior High. Correspondence, program ,newspaper clippings, and yearbook indicating
Jennie Franklin Purvin's role in planning the dedication of the school, 1923-1935

Box 8. Folder 10. Hirsch, Dr. Emil G. Memo regarding the oldest name of worms, 1916

Box 8. Folder 11. Horner, Henry (Judge and Governor of Ill.). Campaign for governorship.

Box 8. Folder 12. Horner, Governor Henry. Miscellaneous correspondence.

Box 8. Folder 13. Horner, Henry. Throop case. Correspondence between Jennie Franklin Purvin, Horner, and the Throop
family regarding the parole of Addison J. Throop, 1936-1938

Box 8. Folder 14. Illinois Federation of Women's Clubs. Reports and correspondence concerning Jennie Franklin Purvin's
activities as treasurer, 1915-1917

Box 8. Folder 15. Immigration. Correspondence, affidavits, applications, et cetera regarding immigration to the United
States of relatives and friends of the Purvin family, 1938-1946

Box 9. Folder --. Art-Mandel Brothers Art Galleries. Large scrapbooks containing clippings, programs, and
announcements of exhibits at the Mandel Brothers Art Galleries, 1943-1954

Box 10. Folder 1-3. Jewish interests. Jennie Franklin Purvin's writings on Jewish topics. Extensive notes on Old and New
Testaments, Jewish and Christian history, and Jesus.

Box 10. Folder 4. Jewish interests. Jennie Franklin Purvin's writings on Jewish topics. Extensive notes on Old and New
Testaments, Jewish and Christian history, and Jesus. Rolled manuscript.

Box 11. Folder 1. Bathing beaches, public. Literary activities. "When is a Bathing Beach not a Bathing Beach?", undated



Box 11. Folder 2. Jewish interests. Articles in "The Advocate", "The Reform Advocate", which refer to Jennie Franklin
Purvin's activities. Yiddish and English.

Box 11. Folder 3. Jewish interests. Articles, newspaper clippings, magazines, pamphlets, programs, and obituary
notices.

Box 11. Folder 4. Jewish interests. Gratz, Rebecca. Letter and clippings from Rosa Liebenstein.

Box 11. Folder 5. Jewish interests. "Report of the Delegate to the Anti-Defamation Committee of B'nai B'rith".

Box 11. Folder 6. Jewish interests. Correspondence, notes, pamphlets, and notices indicating Jennie Franklin Purvin's
interests and activities with regard to various local and national Jewish organizations, 1917-1945

Box 11. Folder 7. Kallen, Horace M. Acknowledgements from various libraries of Jennie Franklin Purvin's gift of Dr.
Kallen's book, "A Free Society".

Box 11. Folder 8. Jewish interests, Jewish Welfare Board. Correspondence concerning Jennie Franklin Purvin's activities
with regard to the Jewish Welfare Board.

Box 11. Folder 9. Kallen, Horace M. Letters from Dr. Kallen regarding her gift of his book "Individualism: An American
Way of Life".

Box 11. Folder 10. Lincoln Center. Reports concerning the Lincoln Center Forum, 1933-1938

Box 11. Folder 11. Lincoln Park Commission. Newspaper clippings, correspondence, maps, and pamphlets concerning
the policy, financial condition, and various projects, 1921-1933

Box 11. Folder 12. Literary activities. Miscellaneous articles.

Box 11. Folder 13. Jewish interests. Markus, Charles William. Correspondence between Jennie Franklin Purvin and
Charles William Markus in which they discuss literature, religion, Judaism, Rabbi Freehof, et cetera, 1931-1945

Box 12. Folder 1. Jewish interests, literary activities. "The Reform Advocate" article by Jennie Franklin Purvis, "Who Will
be our Champion", 1916 May 27

Box 12. Folder 2. Lipson, Isaac B. and family, 1917-1930

Box 12. Folder 3. Chicago Woman's Aid. Article in "The Reform Advocate" by Jennie Franklin Purvis, 1914 June 13

Box 12. Folder 4. Lipson, Isaac B. and family, 1931-1958

Box 12. Folder 5. Literary activities. Articles by Jennie Franklin Purvin in the "Sentinel", "The Reform Advocate" and "The
Advocate".

Box 12. Folder 6. Literary activities. Correspondence and miscellaneous clippings.

Box 12. Folder 7. Literary activities. Jennie Franklin Purvin's printed book reviews and notes on her book reviews and
lectures.

Box 13. Folder 1. National Council of Jewish Women, Chicago Section. Reports, correspondence, and newspaper
clippings indicating Jennie Franklin Purvin's participation, particularly as President, 1920-1957

Box 13. Folder 2. Literary activities. Minute book of the "Philomanthians", a club developed by Jennie Franklin Purvis
and friends to promote mental development and to provide literary programs, 1892-1895

Box 13. Folder 3. Mandel Brothers Department Store. Correspondence and newspaper clippings, 1945-1957

Box 13. Folder 4. National Council of Jewish Women, Chicago Section. Bulletins volume 1 no.7, volume 2 no. 1-8,
volume 3 no. 1-7, volume 4 no. 1 and 6, volume 5 no. 3, 1920-1924

Box 13. Folder 5. Personal and family correspondence. Miscellaneous, 1868-1958

Box 13. Folder 6. Personal and family correspondence, 1868-1958

Box 14. Folder 1-2. Personal and family correspondence, 1903-1928

Box 14. Folder 3. Philanthropy. Yale University, Covenant Club, University of Chicago, Harmon Foundation.

Box 14. Folder 4. Politics. Involvement in Political campaigns, 1912-1947

Box 14. Folder 5. Purvin, Janet (Mrs. Clarence Mange), 1921-1957

Box 14. Folder 6. Purvin, Moses L. Condolence letter to Jennie Franklin Purvin. "An Appreciation of Moses L. Purvin" by
Harvey B. Franklin.



Box 14. Folder 7. Purvin, Nata (Mrs. William Felstiner).

Box 14. Folder 8. Roosevelt, F.D. Articles, testimonials, memorial services, sermons.

Box 14. Folder 9. Salvation Army. Correspondence, documents, reports, and notes indicating Jennie Franklin Purvin's
activities as a member of the Board of Directors of the Salvation Army, 1945-1958

Box 14. Folder 10. Scholarship Association for Jewish Children, 1913-1942

Box 15. Folder 1. Parks and playgrounds, public. Harry Barnhart, bathing beaches, U.K. Brown, city of Chicago, et
cetera, 1914-1920, undated

Box 15. Folder 2. Parks and playgrounds, public. Comfort stations, Mayor Dever of Chicago, Mayor Kelly of Chicago,
Board of Education, Women's City Club, et cetera, 1921-1931

Box 15. Folder 3. Parks and playgrounds, public, 1932-1956

Box 15. Folder 4. Scholarship and Guidance Association. Correspondence , reports, and minutes, 1951-1958

Box 15. Folder 5. Letters to the editor about Jennie Franklin Purvin's articles, 1919-1928

Box 15. Folder 6. Travels, Letters, tickets, pamphlets, et cetera.

Box 16. Folder 1. Sinai Temple. Correspondence, bulletins, and reports concerning Jennie Franklin Purvin's activities as
President of the Chicago Sinai Temple Sisterhood and member of the congregation. Correspondence regarding the
Purvins' resignation. Article on Hannah G. Solomon by Jennie Franklin Purvin in "Sentinel". Tributes to Solomon.
Program of the Sinai Temple dedication services and issues of "The Reform Advocate" commemorating the same.
Purvin's seat certificate, 1951-1958

Box 16. Folder 2. South Park Commission. Correspondence, clippings, et cetera, bathing beaches, Tiffany Blake, U.K.
Brown, 1919-1935

Box 16. Folder 3. South Park Commission. Correspondence concerning disposition of South Park Commission Art Fund.
References to Soldiers Field and lack of harmony on South Park Commission Board, 1924-1925

Box 16. Folder 4. South Park Commission. Correspondence, newspaper clippings, and reports concerning the
controversy over the restoration of the Fine Arts building, 1923-1924

Box 16. Folder 5. South Park Commission. Letters and clippings regarding the career and death of J.F. Foster,
superintendent of the South Park system.

Box 16. Folder 6. West Chicago Park Commission, 1922-1933

Box 16. Folder 7. Woman's City Club of Chicago, 1918-1958

Box 16. Folder 8. World War I and II. Correspondence indicating Jennie Franklin Purvin's interest and participation in
war and defense organizations, 1918-1943

Box 17. Folder --. "Calendar of the Chicago Women's Aid", 1911-1912

Box 17. Folder --. "Hadassah Chicago Chapter Silver Jubilee", 1928-1952

Box 17. Folder --. "Proceedings of the Board of Directors", 1952-1953

Box 17. Folder 1. Club Woman's Bureau. Art- Mandel Brothers Art Gallery, etchings exhibitions, 1939-1945




