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Collection Summary

Title Lester W. Roubey Papers

Dates 1938-1994

Collection Number MS-865

Repository The Jacob Rader Marcus Center of the American Jewish Archives

Creator Roubey, Lester W.

Extent 2 linear feet (2 record cartons)

Language of the Material English

Administrative Information

Biographical Sketch Lester Walter Roubey was born in Baltimore, Maryland in 1915. He received a Master of Arts degree
and his Doctorate from Johns Hopkins University in 1936 and 1938 respectively. He stayed at Johns
Hopkins University as a post-Doctoral scholar until he entered Hebrew Union College in 1942. He was
ordained there in 1947 and then took a pulpit at Temple Shaarai Shomayim in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania, where he stayed until 1953. Roubey served as rabbi briefly at Temple Mizpah, in
Chicago, Illinois before moving to Temple Oheb Sholom in Reading Pennsylvania in 1954. While
occupying his pulpit in Reading, he was also, from 1961-64, part-time Associate Professor of French
at Kutztown State College.

After serving in East Orange, New Jersey, from 1964-1966, he accepted an invitation to the pulpit of
Temple B'nai Israel in Baton Rouge Louisiana, in 1966. After coming to Baton Rouge, he was also a
member of the teaching staff of the Department of Foreign Languages at the Louisiana State
University, where he was an Associate professor of French and Italian literature.

Scope and Content This collection consists of correspondence, sermons, class materials, and academic writings that
provide a picture of both Roubey’s rabbinical career and his academic career as an instructor in French
and Italian literature. Sermons are organized chronologically, starting with his time as a student at
Hebrew Union College through the various pulpits he held throughout his career. Class materials are
organized by subject, either French literature or Italian. Also included are academic papers and theses
written throughout Roubey's academic career.

Arrangement This collection is arranged in one (1) series: A. General.

Terms of Access The collection is open for use; no restrictions apply.

Preferred Citation Footnotes and bibliographic references should refer to the Lester W. Roubey Papers and the American
Jewish Archives. A suggestion for at least the first citation is as follows:

[Description], [Date], Box #, Folder #. MS-865. Lester W. Roubey Papers. American Jewish Archives,
Cincinnati, Ohio.

Provenance Received from Charlotte Roubey, Baton Rouge, La., July and October 2004.

Processing Information Processed by Michelle Wirth Detroit, April 2012.

This collection was arranged and described according to minimal-processing standards. Funding, in
part, for the arrangement and description of this collection was provided by the National Historical
Publications and Records Commission.

Index Terms

Subjects French literature / Italian literature / Jews -- Illinois -- Chicago / Jews -- Pennsylvania -- Reading /
Rabbis

Personal Names Roubey, Lester W.

Media Academic theses / Sermons

Series A. General, 1938-1994



Box and Folder Listing

Box 1. Folder 1. Thesis, Hebrew Union College, 1947

Box 1. Folder 2. Correspondence, general, 1952-1988

Box 1. Folder 3. French, 1935-1994

Box 1. Folder 4. Italian, Luzzatto, 1947-1981

Box 1. Folder 5. Homiletics, 1944-1945

Box 1. Folder 6. Sermons, 1942-1944

Box 1. Folder 7. Sermons, 1945

Box 1. Folder 8. Sermons, 1946

Box 1. Folder 9. Sermons, 1947

Box 1. Folder 10. Sermons, 1948

Box 1. Folder 11. Sermons, 1949

Box 1. Folder 12. Sermons, 1950

Box 1. Folder 13. Sermons, 1951

Box 1. Folder 14. Sermons, 1952

Box 1. Folder 15. Sermons, 1953

Box 1. Folder 16. Sermons, 1954

Box 1. Folder 17. Sermons, 1955

Box 1. Folder 18. Sermons, 1956

Box 1. Folder 19. Sermons, 1957

Box 1. Folder 20. Sermons, 1958

Box 1. Folder 21. Sermons, 1959

Box 1. Folder 22. Sermons, 1960

Box 1. Folder 23. Sermons, 1961

Box 1. Folder 24. Sermons, 1962

Box 1. Folder 25. Sermons, 1963

Box 1. Folder 26. Sermons, 1964

Box 1. Folder 27. Sermons, 1965

Box 1. Folder 28. Sermons, 1966

Box 1. Folder 29. Sermons, 1967

Box 1. Folder 30. Sermons, 1968

Box 1. Folder 31. Sermons, 1969

Box 1. Folder 32. Sermons, 1970

Box 1. Folder 33. Sermons, 1971

Box 1. Folder 34. Sermons, 1972

Box 1. Folder 35. Sermons, 1973

Box 1. Folder 36. Sermons, 1974



Box 1. Folder 37. Sermons, 1975

Box 1. Folder 38. Sermons, 1976

Box 1. Folder 39. Sermons, 1977

Box 1. Folder 40. Sermons, 1978

Box 1. Folder 41. Sermons, 1979

Box 1. Folder 42. Sermons, 1980

Box 1. Folder 43. Sermons, 1981

Box 1. Folder 44. Sermons, 1982

Box 1. Folder 45. Sermons, 1983

Box 1. Folder 46. Sermons, 1984

Box 1. Folder 47. Miscellaneous, 1941-1993

Box 1. Folder 48. Sermons, 1994

Box 1. Folder 49. Roubey, Lester W. items re: installation, messages, etc., 1941-1998

Box 1. Folder 50. Miscellaneous papers and correspondence, 1944-1994

Box 1. Folder 51. Lancaster, Pa., 1947-1952

Box 1. Folder 52. Chicago, Ill., undated

Box 1. Folder 53. Reading, Pa., 1955-1964

Box 1. Folder 54. East Orange, N.J., 1965-1966

Box 1. Folder 55. Baton Rouge, La., 1966-1996

Box 2. Folder 1. Correspondence, 1944-1966

Box 2. Folder 2. French course, 1930

Box 2. Folder 3. French literature, undated

Box 2. Folder 4. French literature resumes, undated

Box 2. Folder 5. French literature, 1934-1936

Box 2. Folder 6. Italian courses, 1967-1971

Box 2. Folder 7. 17th century novel, undated

Box 2. Folder 8. Simeone Luzzatto's Discorso, undated

Box 2. Folder 9. Simeone Luzzatto's Discorso, 1980s

Box 2. Folder 10. Great controversies in Judaism course, 1981

Box 2. Folder 11. Jacques Crosnier, Sieur du Perche: a Critical Edition of His Plays, undated

Box 2. Folder 12. Dissertation, Phd Johns Hopkins, 1938

Box 2. Folder 13. Blondneim, 1990

Box 2. Folder 14. Societies/awards, 1954-1980

Box 2. Folder 15. Slides, 1953
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